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461 undergraduate students, Spring 2011 

364 graduate students, Spring 2011 

149 students applied to enroll last year 

2,000 IUPUI students who are not SPEA majors but are enrolled in general SPEA courses, Spring 2011 

4,634 SPEA at IUPUI alumni 

25 full-time faculty members, 40 percent of whom are doing externally funded research 

17 experiential and service learning courses, Spring 2011 

$1,179,451 in sponsored research, 2010–2011 

6 graduate and 3 undergraduate professional certificate programs 

1,400 people trained in SPEA executive education programs, 2010–2011

Indiana University founded the School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs (SPEA) nearly 40 years ago to prepare 
students to address the issues of modern society in ways that 
more traditional schools overlooked. At SPEA, people learn 
how to work in government, nonprofit and business roles 
to make positive changes in their communities, their states, 
their countries and the world. SPEA graduates lead the 
organizations that make and enforce laws, keep communities 
livable and safe, shape smart public policy, protect the planet 
and help our fellow citizens. 

A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS AT SPEA

SPEA at IUPUI today
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• 82 private donations over the last five years, supporting 182 students 

•  $1,843 average award per student 

• $22,537 average debt accumulated upon graduation by a SPEA at IUPUI undergraduate 

•  $3,686–$4,460 plus airfare, average cost of a study-abroad program 

•  $88,400 average salary of a SPEA at IUPUI professor 

•  $1,700,000 average annual cost of research

Before I joined Indiana University as dean of the School of Public 
and Environmental Affairs, I saw over and over that addressing 
society’s problems requires a unique education—one that combines 
best practices, sound science and financial know-how with a true 
commitment to improving lives. Good intentions without professional 
preparation simply won’t get the job done. 

That’s why, when IU and SPEA asked me to join them in preparing 
people for this important work, I jumped at the chance. I know that 
SPEA students develop both the practical and philosophical skills that 
prepare them to craft viable solutions to global problems.

SPEA students have done so for four decades. In that time, SPEA has 
both broadened and refined its mission and degree programs to reflect 
changing social issues. In 2010, after SPEA at IUPUI recognized the 
growing demand for public safety professionalism, we added a new 
Master of Science in Criminal Justice and Public Safety, and a Graduate 
Certificate in Homeland Security and Emergency Management. We 
offer the state’s only opportunity for graduate work in public safety 
management. We have just added a Bachelor of Media and Public 
Affairs, and are in the process of adding a degree in sustainability.

The IUPUI IMPACT Campaign gives SPEA the opportunity to build 
on our current strengths and extend our reach even further, to support 
our students, our alumni, our faculty and our donors. In turn, their 
efforts enrich their local communities, their states, their nations and 
the world.

I joined SPEA at Indiana University because I know a better world 
starts with me. Does it start with you, too?

John Graham 
Dean, Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs

Dean’s
Message

John Graham
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A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS WITH YOU
SPEA students, faculty and alumni walk the corridors of power and 
aid the homeless in back alleys. They patrol neighborhoods and 
craft legislation. They lead corporations and serve communities. 

They work in government, nonprofit organizations and businesses. 
And they share a single aim: to create a better world. SPEA at 
IUPUI serves as an urban laboratory for studying society and its 
challenges, and for preparing people to improve their communities, 
their states, their nations and our world. It’s a bold ambition, but 
one that SPEA students, faculty and alumni take seriously, because 
the stakes are high. 

You can help. 

By supporting SPEA, you support the opportunities, experiences 
and vision required to address the changing needs of a dynamic 
world and community, and you support the efforts of today’s 
scholars and tomorrow’s leaders. And, at the same time, you equip 
our students and faculty to develop and implement solutions that 
result in a better world for you, your family and your community. 



You can help SPEA at IUPUI by supporting our efforts to:

• Provide increased opportunities to students. Through 
scholarships, fellowships, internships and more, you can 
give students opportunities and experiences they might not 
otherwise have. 

• Deliver enriching academic experiences. Your help will enable 
students to experience the world at work and the world at large. 
They develop insights into the challenges we face, and the 
solutions that lie ahead. 

• Broaden students’ perspectives. Through inspired and inspiring 
faculty, unparalleled opportunities and an ever-expanding 
course of study, you can help SPEA engage students in the 
development of real, practical solutions to the world’s problems 
and equip them to face problems not yet envisioned. 

Your support of SPEA at IUPUI is an investment in a proven 
enterprise. Consider some of these honors and achievements:

• From 2008–2010, SPEA at IUPUI faculty attracted an average 
of nearly $129,000 each (per tenured/tenure-track faculty 
member) in research and sponsored program awards. 

• In U.S. News & World Report’s guide to “America’s Best 
Graduate Schools,” the nonprofit management program 
at IUPUI consistently ranks among the top schools, and 
has attained the number 3 ranking. The Master’s in Public 
Administration program has a similar track record. 

• Three out of four SPEA at IUPUI students stay in Indiana to 
apply what they learn to Indiana communities. 

• SPEA at IUPUI students and faculty develop, lead and 
participate in programs that reach out to children, youth, 
families, neighborhoods and communities, with programs 
addressing poverty, sustainability, incarceration, policy, civic 
involvement and more. 
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SPEA believes no student’s opportunities should be limited by 
his or her financial resources. As a result, we provide a variety of 
scholarships, fellowships and other financial means to help students 
overcome financial obstacles.

By supporting SPEA at IUPUI, you make that possible. 

A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS WITH
OPPORTUNITY

“You couldn’t get these 
experiences anywhere else.” 
—Cora Griffin 

Packed Resume, Loaded Future
A small-town girl, Cora Griffin became fascinated with the idea 
of working in government after visiting the Indiana Statehouse 
in high school. Then, as she researched colleges, SPEA stood 
out. “I realized SPEA had the city of Indianapolis plus academics 
and resources,” she says. Once in Indy, the Galveston, Indiana, 
native scooped up opportunities quickly, grabbing internships, 
study-abroad opportunities, student-government roles and more. 
Amid all this activity, Cora maintained high academic standards, 
juggling practical experiences. 

She graduated in 2011 with an impressive resume. She’s worked 
for an Indianapolis mayor, a U.S. Senator, and the Indiana 
legislature, and she’s studied in London and Berlin. 

 

Cora Griffin



A Numbers Guy
Ben Tooley is that rare person who has a passion for state government finance, but his passion might have gone 
to waste if not for the generosity of one of Indiana’s longest-serving legislators, Larry Borst. 

Ben earned the inaugural Lawrence M. Borst Fellowship in Public Finance in 2006–2007 when he was a 
SPEA graduate student. Created to encourage young people to serve the state of Indiana, the fellowship offered 
Ben a full-time internship with the Indiana Senate Finance Committee. As a result of that internship, Ben now 
works as a fiscal analyst for the Indiana House of Representatives’ Ways and Means Republican staff. 

However, that job wasn’t the real benefit of the experience. “The Borst Fellowship did more than jump start my 
career,” Ben says. “It also taught me the value of public service.” That was exactly what Larry Borst intended. 
“The fellowship was created with the hope that it would introduce Indiana University’s best and brightest to 
state government,” says Larry, who served for 38 years in Indiana’s General Assembly and chaired the Senate 
Finance Committee for more than three decades. “The fellowship has been a success beyond words.”
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“The Borst opportunity cemented my 
staying in Indiana.”
—Ben Tooley

Larry Borst and Ben Tooley
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A Way to See the World
As a married dad with a full-time job, Detroit native Troy Barnes knew he’d have to forego some aspects 
of grad-school life. “As a nontraditional student, you don’t always get to take advantage of all the 
opportunities,” he says.

It’s true: with 8-year old Trinity keeping Troy and his wife, Angela, busy at home, and his job as a program 
analyst for IUPUI filling his days, Troy can’t participate in internships and programs available to most 
college students. 

Then he spotted an opportunity for a two-week study program in Berlin. “It’s just enough to be away and 
really experience things, but not so long it puts a hardship on my wife,” he says. Easing the hardship even 
more was the Lindsey Scholarship for Civic Engagement, which Troy won in 2010.

The experience couldn’t have been better. Troy arrived in Berlin in May 2010, as Greece’s financial crisis 
was reaching fever pitch and Germany seemed to be the continent’s most stable economy. “We landed 
right in the middle of it all,” he says. “You realize that the world is a huge place, and it gives you so much 
perspective to see it when you’re outside of your own box.” 

A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS WITH
EXPERIENCE
Classroom instruction is important. But enabling students 
to experience challenges and opportunities, see our world at 
work, and develop and test their insights is invaluable. 

By supporting SPEA at IUPUI, you make it possible for today’s 
scholars and tomorrow’s leaders to use our city, state, nation 
and world as their field of study.



7

A Dream That Gets Real
One of seven children, Brent Worth knew he wasn’t likely to attend college directly after high school. Besides, 
by age 16 he already was working in a field he loved, as the youngest EMT in Indiana. He hoped someday to 
become a certified paramedic, and maybe even go to medical school.

But life got in the way. With two kids and bills to pay, Brent turned to construction work and sales, but 
continued to volunteer as a Morgan County reserve officer. Eventually, he was hired as a full-time police 
officer and later promoted to detective sergeant.

Impressed with his drive, colleagues urged him to continue his studies. “One day I guess I just got enough 
pushes, so I drove up to Indianapolis and walked into IUPUI’s admissions office,” he says. “I wondered how    
I would juggle everything—kids, full-time job, and of course, money.”

That’s where SPEA came in, helping Brent find the flexible scheduling and money he needed. He received 
the Cory R. Elson Scholarship, which supports undergraduate criminal justice students who are pursuing 
a career in policing, and the Indianapolis World Police and Fire Games Scholarship which assist retired or   
full-time police officers and firefighters. 

Brent flourished, earning honors as a Top 100 student at IUPUI in 2010, as well as Top Male Student. As he 
contemplates his next move, Brent says, “I am fascinated with all the career paths law enforcement leads to.”

Troy Barnes and Brent Worth
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A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS WITH
VISION
Guiding students through an ever-changing world requires inspired 
and inspiring vision and action. 

By supporting SPEA at IUPUI, you make it possible for SPEA to 
attract top-notch faculty who possess that vision and know-how to 
act on it. 

Engaging Young Minds
How far will Associate Professor Abdul-Akeem Sadiq go to help a 
student? Well, after the 2010 earthquake devastated Haiti, he went 
to that island nation with a student to study massive-scale fatality 
management. “I’m a researcher and he’s my student,” Akeem explains 
matter-of-factly. “He needed my support.” He shows that same support 
on the IUPUI campus, where he’s never too busy to stop for a word 
with students or colleagues in the hallways at SPEA. “The SPEA 
faculty is a closely knit family. To find people who have a wealth of 
experience—you can’t buy that,” he says. 

A native of Lagos, Nigeria, Akeem studied agricultural economics 
in his home country, then earned an M.B.A. as well as a master’s in 
economics and a joint doctorate in public policy before landing at 
SPEA—where he couldn’t be happier.

“One of the opportunities I have here is to present public safety to 
students and explain the reasons to have a career in that,” Akeem says.  

After their initial work in Haiti, Akeem and his student won a 
$40,000 grant to return and delve deeper into what’s done with 
unidentified bodies. That work melded well with Akeem’s current 
focus, studying the different levels of disaster preparedness among 
government, for-profit and nonprofit entities. It also revealed his 
endless dedication to helping students succeed. In his mind, he’s doing 
more than simply teaching. He’s shaping the people who are shaping 
our world.

Abdul-Akeem Sadiq



Anticipating Future Needs 
Since it was founded in 1972, IU’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs has evolved and 
expanded to keep up with the changing world it addresses. 

The newest example of this is our new Media and Public Affairs major. Recognizing that the ability to 
navigate the new media landscape is absolutely critical to those working in the field of public affairs, this 
new major gives students an in-depth understanding of governance plus the skills needed to use today’s 
media to communicate to customers, constituents, employees, supporters, opponents and the many 
other audiences involved in shaping effective public policy. 

The new major is the brainchild of Sheila Suess Kennedy, J.D., professor and director of public affairs 
programs for SPEA at IUPUI. Sheila recognized the need for the new course of study, and drove the 
two-year process to see it created. She marshalled support for Media and Public Affairs throughout the 
Indiana University system, resulting in a degree that will be an interdisciplinary mix of public affairs, 
journalism, political science, informatics and liberal arts.

As SPEA at IUPUI grows, our faculty must grow as well. And to attract visionaries like Akeem and 
Sheila, we have to be competitive, ensuring candidates their work will be supported philosophically, 
practically and financially. 

You can help.
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Sheila Suess Kennedy
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A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS WITH
YOUR GIFT
“Scholarships opened doors I otherwise wouldn’t 
have been able to go through.” 
—Cora Griffin

“SPEA professors have educational background 
and field experience. They haven’t just been 
buried in books.” 
—Brent Worth

“The most important thing about SPEA is that it 
offers real-world, real-life experiences.” 
—Ben Tooley

“You become empowered.” 
—Troy Barnes
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There are many ways to give, including:

Cash. Most donors choose cash and cash equivalents, whether as annual gifts, a one-time gift or a gift pledged 
over a five-year period.

Securities. Gifts of appreciated securities, such as stocks, bonds and mutual fund shares, provide a double 
benefit. Donors receive a charitable deduction, in most cases, for the full fair-market value of the asset on the 
day of receipt and avoid any potential capital-gains tax.

IRA Charitable Rollover. Donors over the age of 70½ are eligible to make a tax-free transfer of up to 
$100,000 from their qualified retirement accounts to the IU Foundation for the benefit of the Indiana 
University School of Public and Environmental Affairs at IUPUI. 

Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA). CGAs provide up to two annuitants with guaranteed income for life, in 
exchange for an irrevocable gift of cash or securities. Rates for CGA payouts are determined by the annuitant’s 
age at the time the gift is made and are guaranteed for life. IU Foundation CGAs are not available in all states.

Bequests.* You can make your gift through your will or estate plan. If you do, please let us know your 
intentions. We want to be able to honor your gift and to ensure it will be used exactly as you intend.

Gifts of Retirement-Plan Benefits.* Using retirement-plan benefits may be a very tax-savvy way to make a 
significant gift that will support IU. Retirement-plan benefits include assets held in individual retirement 
accounts (IRAs) and assets held in accounts under 401(k) plans, profit-sharing plans, Keogh plans and 403(b) 
plans. Because of the estate- and income-tax treatment of retirement-plan benefits, the cost of your gift to your 
estate and heirs is often relatively small.

*Gift will count toward the IUPUI IMPACT Campaign goal if donors have met certain age requirements.

It is possible to use one or a combination of these methods. It is recommended that professional tax or legal 
advice be obtained to assure the donor of the maximum tax benefits from such gifts.

To learn more about specific giving opportunities, contact: 

Kim Francis Engel 
Director of Development  
School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis 
801 West Michigan Street, BS 3025 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
317-278-2461 
Email: kifranci@iupui.edu 

WAYS TO GIVE
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A BETTER WORLD 
STARTS AT IUPUI
The IUPUI IMPACT 
Campaign
SPEA at IUPUI is participating in the $1.25 billion IUPUI IMPACT Campaign. 

IUPUI IMPACT has four key goals:
• Support extraordinary student success
• Excel as a center for the health and life sciences
• Champion civic engagement
• Thrive as an urban research campus

With your help, SPEA at IUPUI can play a key role in attaining all of these goals. 
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As beneficial as this is for the SPEA community, it’s perhaps even more beneficial for you, a citizen. 

At any given time, you have:

•  countless researchers, analysts and experts examining the problems your community experiences 
every day, seeking solutions and offering prescriptive ideas

•  a reliable source for well-trained business, government, nonprofit, civic and environmental leadership

•  an institution that attracts the area’s best and brightest and encourages them to stay, keeping their 
knowledge, talent and abilities in Indiana

•  a resource providing invaluable data, analysis and context to business and governmental leaders

•  an established connection to the global community and marketplace, and the means for 
understanding them

•  access to the thought-leading research and information needed to help the city, region and state 
compete in the years ahead

•  a foundation for ongoing discovery that will help the city, region and world build on our current assets 
and expand into new areas of opportunity 

Of course, building and maintaining assets such as these requires resources. To continue to provide this 
array of benefits to you and your community, we need your help. 

Certainly, IUPUI benefits from its location in downtown Indianapolis, but as we said, this is a mutually 
beneficial relationship. With your support, SPEA helps to make your community, city, state, nation and, 
yes, your world better. 

Terry L. Baumer 
Executive Associate Dean, School of Public and Environmental Affairs at IUPUI

John L. Krauss 
Director of the Indiana University Public Policy Institute

Terry L. Baumer John. L. Krauss

Some urban universities simply reside in their cities. IUPUI draws from, adds to and engages 
with its city every day. 

Nowhere is this more obvious than at SPEA at IUPUI. Its location just blocks from Indiana’s 
commercial, government and civic heart gives SPEA students and faculty unparalleled 
opportunities to study, learn from and affect state and city policies, practices and growth. 



For more information, please contact: 

Kim Francis Engel, Director of Development, SPEA at IUPUI   |  317-278-2461   |  kifranci@iupui.edu 

801 West Michigan St., BS 3025  |  Indianapolis, IN 46202-5151

317-274-4656  |  www.spea.iupui.edu

This case statement was printed in Indiana on Rolland Enviro 100 Print, and is 100% post-consumer paper. This environmentally 
responsible paper choice is certified EcoLogo, Processed Chlorine Free, FSC Recycled and manufactured by Cascades using biogas energy.

Join us in preserving our natural resources.  Please recycle.

“We really believe we can make a difference.” 
—Troy Barnes 

“Without those scholarships, I couldn’t have done it.” 
—Brent Worth


